English 11 Honors
2012 Syllabus 

Colwell
Dear parents and students,


English 11 Honors is a rigorous course designed to ensure a strong foundation in the study of British Literature and in writing that will prepare our students for future high school and college English classes. At the end of this course, students will choose to enter AP Literature, AP Language, or World Literature, or they may begin earning college credits by Dual Enrollment at a local college or in English 101 after school at Dorman. The learning and practice involved in this course will provide all students with the skills necessary to move ahead successfully in any of these courses.


 English 11 Honors is arranged chronologically.  The students will read a sampling of different genres from many periods of British Literature, from the Anglo-Saxon period to the 20th century. Genres to be studied include the novel, drama, short fiction, poetry, essay, music, and film.  The chronological design allows students to develop an understanding of British Literature, not only of the distinct periods and historical backgrounds, but also of how ideas connect and relate to other periods.

As this is an honors course, I expect students to be prepared, mature, and responsible.  Please feel free to contact me at 582-4347 (ext. 2130) or colwelkw@spart6.org if you have any questions or concerns.
Classroom Expectations:

· Students will adhere to the school policies set in the student handbook for tardiness, discipline, food, and drink.

· Students should move to their seats before the bell rings and be prepared to begin class when the final bell rings; they will be dismissed by the teacher, not the bell.

· Students should be prepared for class each day with all appropriate materials.

· Purses and book bags should not be on top of desks.

· Be responsible, respectable, and mature at all times.
Policies:

· If absent, students are expected to request make-up work on the day of their return.  This is the student’s responsibility. Three days are given for minor assignments and five days for major assignments.

· If absent on the due date of an assignment that has been given more than two days in advance, students are asked to either email the assignment to the teacher or to have someone bring the assignment to school.  Late points will be deducted if the assignment is not received on the due date.
· If the student sleeps through class or refuses to complete work (in class or in ISS) the student will not be allowed to make up that work.

· Homework that is reviewed in class will not be accepted late.  Other homework assignments will be accepted late at a penalty of -10 points per day late.

· Major assignments will only be accepted up to two days late, at a penalty of -15 points per day late.

Materials Needed:
· Each student needs a 3-ring notebook with an organization system.  This should be brought to class every day.

· A copy of the following novels: the book chosen for the Individual Reading Project 1st 9 weeks and Frankenstein (by Mary Shelley) for 2nd 9 weeks
Essays: 
Essays are an essential part of English.  Expect six to eight major out of class essays as a part of your grade.  Practice AP and SAT prompts will also be given in class.  Students are allowed and encouraged to rewrite outside essays if the score on the original essay is between a 70 and a 92.  Students are required to schedule an individual writing conference before rewriting. Significant improvements must be made in order for a student’s grade to improve.  Rewrites are not an exercise in handwriting.   Students will have ten school days after the original draft is returned to them to turn in a rewrite of an essay.
Composition Requirements:


Essays will be written both in and out of class. All essays written outside of class should be typed and follow proper MLA style in format and documentation.  Essays turned in without proper documentation or that have been plagiarized will receive a zero.  

Assessment:

Essays in this class will be graded using a traditional grading scale with a rubric, the English 101 grading rubric, or by the nine-point AP scale rubric.  I encourage both students and parents to become familiar with the AP assessment tool and the English 101 rubric.  (A copy of both rubrics is attached, and any other rubrics will be given to students at the beginning of the assignment.)
Grading:

· Daily/Homework: 10%
· Quizzes: 15%

· Projects (group/individual): 20%

· Unit Tests: 25%

· Essays: 30%

Please sign and return by Thursday, January 5.

Student’s Name ________________________________________

We have read the parent and student letter for English 11 Honors, and we understand the rules and expectations involved in this course.

Parent/Guardian signature ____________________________ relation: ______________
Student signature ____________________________________
Parent/Guardian phone: ___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian email address: ___________________________________________

*Students should keep the syllabus in the front of their notebooks.  Please return only this page once it has been signed by both parties.*

English 11 Honors Course Syllabus:

This syllabus is tentative and may be adjusted as needed throughout the semester.  

(Notes: The first two weeks of class will be devoted to reviewing, discussing, and working with summer reading assignments.  Practice AP prompts, SAT practice, and vocabulary study will also accompany these units.)
Unit 1: The Anglo-Saxon Period and the Middle Ages (approx. 2-3 weeks) – Beowulf and excerpts from John Gardner’s novel Grendel; Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales (prologue and selected tales); Arthurian legend, including Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur; Everyman
Unit 2: The English Renaissance (approx. 2-3 weeks) – Shakespeare’s Macbeth, sonnets from Sir Thomas Wyatt, Edmund Spenser, Christopher Marlowe, Sir Walter Raleigh, and William Shakespeare; excerpts from the King James Bible (as literature of the time period); poetry of John Donne, Robert Herrick; excerpts from John Milton’s Paradise Lost; excerpts from John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress
Unit 3: The Restoration and the Eighteenth Century (approx. 1-2 weeks) – Jonathan Swift’s A Modest Proposal and selections from Gulliver’s Travels; excerpts from Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities 
Unit 4: The Romantic Period (approx. 2 weeks) – poems of William Blake, Robert Burns, William Wordsworth, and Samuel Taylor Coleridge; nonfiction of Mary Wollstonecraft; poems of Lord Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and John Keats; Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein
Unit 5: The Victorian Age (approx. 2-3 weeks) – poems of Alfred, Lord Tennyson, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Robert Browning, Matthew Arnold, Lewis Carroll, Thomas Hardy, A. E. Housman, and Rudyard Kipling
Unit 6: The Twentieth Century (approx. 2 weeks)  – George Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion; poems of Wilfred Owen, Siegfried Sassoon, and William Butler Yeats; selections from D. H. Lawrence, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, Katherine Mansfield, Winston Churchill, W. H. Auden, Dylan Thomas, George Orwell, and Ted Hughes; William Golding’s Lord of the Flies (time permitting)
*There will be a variety of written, oral, and visual products (both formal and informal) to assess learning throughout each of these six units, and there will be a unit test following each of these units.*
General Guidelines/Writing Tips to Remember


Content
· The reader assumes that everything in the essay is what the writer believes or intends to say.  DO NOT WRITE “I think” or “I believe” (unless the assignment calls for you to directly express your opinions).

· For analytical essays, always write in the LITERARY PRESENT.  Write “John Steinbeck describes,” not “John Steinbeck described.”

· For analytical essays, use third person only.  Do not use I or we or you, only third person he, she, they, or a specific noun.

· The word this must be followed by a specific noun.  Ask “this what?” and put the noun that answers the question after the word “this.”
· Words such as it and thing are VAGUE!  These words will be continually marked by the teacher and you will be asked to use a more specific word.

· Avoid the overused adverb very and the overused adjective great.

· Refer to the title of a selection and the author early in the introduction.

· Use proper organization: introductory and concluding paragraphs, thesis sentence as the last sentence of the introductory paragraph, topic sentences for each paragraph, paragraphs with vivid details and examples, etc.

Procedure

· Use neat handwriting in writing assignments completed in-class.

· Type out-of-class essays.
· Typed and handwritten papers should follow proper MLA style.

· Do not underline the title of your own essay.

· Underline titles of books, plays, and other essay titles.

· Use quotation marks for titles of poems and short stories.

· Write only on one side of notebook paper.

· Use blue or black ink or dark lead pencils only.

· Papers should be neat.  If you must edit a word, phrase, or sentence, put one line through it and write the correction above it.

· Revised papers should be free of errors in spelling, mechanics, grammar, etc.  Papers having run-on sentences, comma splices, or fragments will be penalized significantly.
