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Dorman High School
1050 Cavalier Way
Roebuck, SC 29376
864-582-4347
CP Composition & Research
2010 Expectations

Austin Baker

B138
16 August 2010

Dear parents and students,

College Preparatory Composition and Research is a rigorous elective course designed to ensure a strong foundation in language arts skills that will prepare our students for future high school and college language arts classes.  By studying writing, research, grammar, style, and organization, the students will learn, think, compose, and communicate.  To accomplish this, students will be drawing on many skills that take time and effort to acquire.

Students develop a growing confidence, as they become more capable writers.  The study of grammar and style facilitates their competencies in writing, speaking, and analyzing by providing a vocabulary for discussing sentence structure, mechanics, usage, and form.  The teaching of research skills and documentation form is a substantial component of the course.  The end of the course culminates in comprehensive research projects that integrate all the language arts skills in coherent, compelling, and well-reasoned products.
I expect students to be prepared, mature, and responsible.  Please feel free to contact me at 582-4347 (ext.2138) or bakeram@spart6.org if you have any questions or concerns.  

Sincerely,

Austin M. Baker

Classroom Community Expectations:

-Students will adhere to all school and district policies set in the student handbook for tardiness, discipline, food, drink. etc.

1. BE ON TIME. You should be in the classroom before the ending of the tardy bell. You should remain in the classroom once you arrive unless you have asked permission to leave and have been given a pass. Students are dismissed by the teacher, not the bell. 

2. BE PREPARED. Have your textbook, notebook, writing supplies, and other 

needed materials with you unless you have been told specifically to leave them in your locker.

3. BE RESPECTFUL OF OTHERS AT ALL TIMES. The classroom is a community of learners in which ALL members of the community are equal and worthy participants. Therefore all classroom procedures and activities are to be conducted with full respect for each member of the class. All arguments, grudges, beef, complaints, and injustices that originate outside the classroom should remain outside the classroom. Moreover, all discussions during class are to be respectful. No “disrespecting,” off-color language, racial or ethnic slurs, or sexual or personal harassment is allowed at any time. You should also respect the property of others at all time. 

Classroom Procedures:

· Students will adhere to the school policies set in the student handbook.

· If a student needs to get up to sharpen a pencil, throw away a piece of trash, get a dictionary, etc., they may do so without asking permission but only when no one is speaking and no media presentation is in progress. 

· Going to your locker, to the nurse, to a guidance counselor, to the restroom, or to use the telephone can and should be taken care of before or after school, at lunch, or between classes. Unless there is a genuine emergency, you are expected to be in class all period. You may not leave the room to use a telephone during class. 

· If absent, students are expected to request make-up work on the day of their return.  Requesting make-up work is the student’s responsibility.
· Due dates for make-up work will be set by the student and the teacher upon the student’s return.

· If absent on the due date of an assignment, students are asked to either email the assignment to the teacher or to have the assignment ready upon his/her return to school.

· If the student sleeps through class or refuses to complete work (in class or in ISS) the student will not be allowed to make up that work.

· Cell phones are not to be used, seen, or heard during class (this includes ultrasonic ringtones). If there is an emergency, students can be reached by means of a call to the front desk. Any cell phone out during class will be confiscated in accordance with district policy. This also includes iPods/iPhones and music players, portable video gaming devices such as PSP’s and Gameboys, or any other device identified by the teacher as a distraction. 

Consequences

· 1st offense: Verbal warning

· 2nd offense: Teacher’s detention

· 3rd offense: Discipline Referral

· Continuing offenses will result in phone calls home

Keep in mind that some offenses will result in immediate office referrals.

Grading Policy
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Materials required for this course:

· Loose-leaf notebook paper

· Pens (blue or black ink only), pencils, highlighters

· 3-ring binder (there will be many handouts throughout the semester)

· Some type of notebook that can be turned in  periodically throughout the semester (like a composition-style notebook)
Cheating/Plagiarism

Review policy in the DHS student handbook.  
Class Requirements

· It is extremely important that you meet all deadlines for ALL assignments. Work must be turned in at the beginning of class on the date required. 

· All assignments will be assigned well in advance. Being absent the day before an assignment is due does not excuse you from turning it in.

· It is your responsibility to be organized and come to class prepared to work. You must bring the required materials to class daily.

· Class participation is imperative. Failure to participate will negatively affect a student’s grade.
Composition Requirements

Each student is required to revise essays that he/she writes during the year. Revisions should begin once the original is returned.  The revision is turned in, along with the original, and receives a separate grade.  Most original essays will be written in class, and most revisions will be assigned for homework.  Revisions should be typed, following proper MLA style.

Please sign and return by Friday, August 20th.
Student’s Name ________________________________________

We have read the syllabus for English 10 CP and we understand the rules and expectations involved in this course.

Parent/Guardian signature ____________________________ relation: ______________

Student signature ____________________________________

Parent/Guardian email address or phone number: 

___________________________________________

*Students should keep the course guidelines and syllabus for the duration of the semester.  Please return only this page once it has been signed by both parties.*

