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Course Expectations: Yearbook/Journalism 

Instructor: Mrs. Nelson, Room B-101


(Email: nelsonmj@spart6.org

Spring 2012






(Phone: 582-4347, ext 2101

Dear Students,

Welcome to Spring Semester Yearbook!!  Thank you for the hard work you put in last semester.  I have enjoyed getting to know you all and look forward to another great semester!

Our goal:  Complete a fantastic yearbook that the entire school community will love and appreciate.  You will also acquire and develop skills with computer programs and graphic design, interviewing, journalistic writing, and photography.
The rules in this class are simple, so please adhere to them:

· Follow all school policies.

· Do your work on time.

· Do your work well.

· ASK QUESTIONS!

· Be responsible, respectable, and mature at all times.

· Represent this staff well at any and all events you cover.

· Have fun!
Grading and Assignments:
There are two categories: Minor Grades (30%) and Major Grades (70%)

MINOR GRADES (30%):

1.  Daily Grades:  smaller tasks (like finding scoreboards, mailing home senior pictures, recruiting new members for next year, etc…)- I will let you know when I need your help with these- we should have quite a few at the beginning of this semester.

2.  Peer Editor Grades:  With such a small class, instead of going through the usual editorial “chain of command,” each of you will become a “peer editor.”  You will check your assigned page for face tags, spelling errors, and give the staffer feedback.  You will be graded on your completion of this task.

MAJOR GRADES (70%):

3.  Major Deadlines:  Each of you has 3.  The grading rubric is slightly different from last semester.  First, turn in the page to your “peer editor” (Monday). Then it is due to Jocelyn/Lauren (via me) two days later (Wednesday).  Your finalized, perfected page is due to me the following Monday.

4.  Spring Sports Assignment:  Each of you will receive a spring sport to cover later in the semester.  

5.  Design Project:  After we have completed the yearbook in March, each of you will have the chance to design your own yearbook- from the theme down to layouts and fonts.  More Details TBA

AND FINALLY, FACTORING INTO BOTH CATEGORIES (100%):
6.  Effort/Attitude/Professionalism:  This category includes treatment of cameras, computers, your peers, your time, and me.  CAMERAS:  You should clear out and upload the pictures from the memory card the day after you take them.  Do not break, lose, or abuse the cameras; make sure they are charged for the next person to use them.  COMPUTERS: Do not misuse the computers in any way.  TIME:  Don’t waste it.  Deadlines will sneak up on you!  EXTRA CREDIT: I am all about giving you extra credit for going above and beyond.  Also, remember that lack of effort and a poor attitude can negatively affect your grade.

Please note:  This semester you will be required to attend at least one event of the sport(s) you are covering.  At that event, you will be required to take at least 25 (preferably 100+) pictures.
Privacy Policy:
Half the fun of Yearbook Distribution Day is surprising the student body with our book.  As tempting as it is, please do not share anything about the book with your friends.  Do not discuss our theme, cover, design, or content, and do not give out any of our passwords.

Parents:

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or suggestions at any time:

582-4347, ext. 2101
nelsonmj@spart6.org
Students: Keep this paper in the front of your notebook!

Yearbook Letter Parent/Guardian Signature
Student’s Name ________________________________________

We have read the parent and student letter for Yearbook, and we understand the rules and expectations involved in this course.  

I understand that my child will be required to attend a sporting event at Dorman and take pictures there.  I understand that my child is expected to be responsible on the computers and with the cameras.
Parent/Guardian signature ____________________________ relation: ______________
Student signature ____________________________________

Parent/Guardian phone: ___________________________________________
Parent/Guardian email: ___________________________________________
Additional Notes/Comments:
