Individual Reading Assignment

English 11 Honors

Objectives

Students will:

· indicate personal preferences by choosing a novel and its accompanying film for class study from a teacher-provided list.

· demonstrate understanding of the elements of fiction by creating a journal to guide their discussion.
· write about the novel and film in various areas.
· work individually to create a graphic representation of their novel and film. 

· present their graphic to the class as a way of sharing their novel and film and connecting their graphic representation to the novel and film.
Choosing your novel
You may use one of the British novels I have suggested, or you may find your own.  Be sure to have your parents sign the form to indicate that they are aware of and approve of your choice.  Once you have chosen the novel, you will have some time in class to read and begin journaling on your book, but most of your reading will have to be completed outside of class.  You will need to find and view the film version on your own time.
Reading and Journaling:

While you are reading and viewing, you will keep a journal.  You should have one journal page for every two-three chapters (at least) and you should create the journal as you read.  Or, you may annotate in the book if it’s your personal copy.  It will contain:

1. graffiti: drawings, shapes, symbols, and colors (refer to the color symbolism handouts) that reflect the novel’s setting, characters, plot structure, point of view, themes, and symbols.  
2. words and phrases that come to mind while you read and watch that reflect setting, characters, plot structure, point of view, themes, and symbols.  

3. direct quotations from the novel and film that reveal your thoughts on the setting, characters, plot structure, point of view, themes, and symbols.
Written Assessment:
1. Brief summary: concentrates on plot and characters, includes essential details, 2 paragraphs maximum
2. Personal response 1: student’s reaction to the novel is given, with explanation and reasoning, 1 paragraph

3. Personal response 2: student’s reaction to the film is given, with explanation and reasoning, 1 paragraph

4. Author’s theme: at least one theme is discussed and examples that exemplify theme throughout the novel are given, 1 paragraph

5. Film’s theme: Discuss how the filmmaker handles the development of the major theme you identified from the book.  Is that theme the major one in the film, or has the filmmaker focused on another idea?

6. Motifs and symbols: at least one motif and at least one symbol from the novel – discuss,  using examples, 2 paragraphs

7. Major Literary Elements: at least 2 elements from the novel - discuss (identified and purpose explained) using examples, 2 paragraphs
Graffiti Wall:

· Using a standard piece of poster board, choose your graphics, words and phrases, and quotations that reveal and represent the elements of fiction from your novel.  

· Everything in your journal may not become part of your final Graffiti Wall.  Choose what is best from your thoughts in your journal to make your final outcome complete.  

· The following criteria needs to be followed and is covered on the rubric:

1. Graphics are easily viewed.
2. Required elements of fiction are addressed and are relevant to novel: setting, characters, plot structure, point of view, themes, and symbols.
3. Content – Quotations, words, phrases, graphics are well chosen and are relevant to novel.
4. Writing conventions are used correctly.
5. Attractiveness - poster is attractive in terms of design and layout.  

6. Class Time – class time was used wisely.
7. Journal is turned in with final project.
8. Oral Presentation – 

A. Student can explain his or her Graffiti Wall, the six elements, and how those elements fit into the development of the novel.
B. Student is prepared to answer any question raised by the class.
C. Student listens carefully to other presentations, takes notes, and is prepared to contribute to class discussions.
