Application for 2008-09 Newspaper Staff

Dorman High School 10-12

*Ninth grade students should turn in application information to Mrs. Brock at the DFC no later than Wednesday, Dec. 19. Interviews will be scheduled for applicants who turn in all completed paperwork by the due date. Incomplete applications (questions not answered, no recommendation form or completed story, etc.) will not be accepted.
Please turn in the application and listed assignments (1-3) to guidance. Recommendation forms should be turned in to guidance by the recommending person (teacher, coach, etc.).
Question? Email martinpr@spart6.org

Name __________________________________________________

Home phone # (to contact for interview time) _________________
Current Class Schedule (including level and teacher’s name)

1.

2.

3.

4.

2nd semester

1.

2.

3.

4.

Extracurricular activities and after school jobs (include what you do now and what you think you will be involved in next year):

________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Reason(s) for wanting to be on the 10-12 newspaper staff:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Computer Skills:

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Note: Interview times will be scheduled in late January. Approved applicants will be contacted before the end of first semester about interview times (week of Jan. 22-25). If you are selected for an interview, please arrange to be available after school during these times.
Research the topics listed below and answer the questions fully in complete sentences. Be prepared to discuss these subjects (and related questions) if you are selected to interview for the newspaper staff.

1. Describe the circumstances of the Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier U.S. Supreme Court decision. How does this ruling affect high school newspapers?

2. Briefly describe how the style of news writing differs from other types of writing. What are some of the differences between news stories and feature stories?
3. Write an informative feature story based on a topic of your choice that would be published in your high school newspaper. Consider topics such as phobias, teen jobs, driving habits, sleep deprivation, dropouts – those that will require some library research to get background information and require you to interview an authoritative source. 
· Use at least two interviews from faculty and students. 

· Include outside research information in your story. 

· Use stories published in the LIFE section of the local newspaper as models for organizing your information.

· Attach your story (handwritten) on separate sheet(s) of paper.
· Use the discus database (www.scdiscus.org) to find already published articles related to your topic. These stories can provide you with quotes to use in your story, as well as background information. Consult your school librarian for assistance.

Teacher Recommendation
For Potential Newspaper Staff Member

Student’s Name ______________________   Teacher ________________________


The above student has applied to participate as a member of The Cavalier newspaper staff for next year. Please complete the following questionnaire and return to guidance at the DFC by Dec. 19. Candid comments are needed and appreciated.

1. How do you know the student?  (teacher, club sponsor, coach, etc.)  For how long have you known him or her?
2. Briefly describe this student’s timeliness (being in class on time, at practice on time, etc.)

3. This student completes assigned tasks:


_______ ahead of schedule

 
_______ on time


_______ behind schedule

4. This student’s work is typically:


_______ superior


_______ above average


_______ average


_______ below average

5. This student’s ability to work in groups/teams is:


_______ superior


_______ above average


_______ average


_______ below average

Additional Comments: (Please tell us anything we may need to know!)

_________________________



 _________________

          

Teacher Signature





Date
