READING RECORD CARDS
One of the major problems that confront students taking the Advanced Placement Examinations in Literature is the Free Response question, which requires that the student choose a work from his own reading experience to support his answer. Reading Record Cards are one means that you can use to prepare for this event.
Your grades on these cards will count as quiz grades.
FORMAT
NOTE: Brief means BRIEF: you should not use more than one large index card (front and back)for each work. You may abbreviate, but use standard abbreviations so that you don't forget what they mean. 
NOTE: Submitting summaries from or based on Web sites such as SparkNotes constitutes plagiarism, which is cheating. This is NOT acceptable and will earn you a zero.
Student name 
TITLE 
AUTHOR (date born-date died/where lived) 
PUBLICATION date of work (original, not current edition)
IMPORTANT EVENTS IN TIME PERIOD (events that may have influenced the text)
SETTING-place/time and how it affects the overall theme
THEME OR MAIN IDEA: in one declarative sentence 

Brief PLOT SYNOPSIS: 

CHARACTERS (with brief descriptions - identify protagonist and antagonist) 

Major SYMBOLS, MOTIFS, and/or ALLUSIONS present 

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS of the work (why you remember it)
A QUOTATION from the work which is representative of the theme of the work as a whole, with page number and who’s speaking
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