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This packet will help you make sense of the primary season that we are currently experiencing leading up to this November’s presidential election. This will be graded as a portfolio grade. Answer the following questions in the space provided using the websites to guide your research. Click on the links, read the information carefully, then begin typing after each question. Save this document to your folder and don’t forget to save your work as you go!

Put all answers in your own words. You won’t get full credit just by copying what’s on the website.

Total Points = 12

Let’s take a closer look at the South Carolina primary held this past Saturday, January 21st

Go to: http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/newt-gingrich-wins-south-carolina-primary/2012/01/21/gIQAKTxBHQ_story.html

1. Based on your reading of the article “Newt Gingrich wins South Carolina primary,” what kind of victory did Newt Gingrich win? Explain.

2. What was surprising about Gingrich’s win? 

3. How did Gingrich do in the Iowa caucus and New Hampshire primary?

4. Which state’s primary is going to be held next?

Go to: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix/post/five-lessons-learned-from-the-south-carolina-primary/2012/01/21/gIQAnzfDHQ_blog.html

5. Based on your reading of the article " Five lessons learned from the South Carolina primary,” what can we learn about debates? (Don’t just put that they matter a lot – explain!).

6. What does #2 mean, “It’s not a marathon, it’s a sprint?”

7. What does “frontrunners falter” mean? (BTW: The frontrunner is the person ahead of all the other candidates in polls or other primary/caucus votes):

8. This is a blog and therefore is a person’s opinion. What does the author Chris Cillizza feel is Mitt Romney’s main problem?

9. In #5, what does he predict is going to happen very soon? (Again, don’t just put “Get real nasty real quick” – put it in your own words):

Go to: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Carolina_Republican_primary,_2012

10. Based on the ballot counts under each major candidate’s picture on the right, who came in 2nd, 3rd, and 4th ?

11. What does the colored election map underneath the candidate pictures show you?


Go to: http://magazines.scholastic.com/Election-2012/Whos-Who

12. Read the brief descriptions of each of the following candidates and tell me what you think makes him qualified to run for president. You don’t have to like the person to answer this. For example, don’t just say “Nothing qualifies him to run – he shouldn’t be in the race in the first place.”

a. Newt Gingrich –

b. Ron Paul –

c. Mitt Romney –

d. Rick Santorum –

	
Remember to save your work in your student folder and print when you’re done!
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