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Honors Magruder’s American Government 

2011-2012 

 

Student Name: __________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

 
The eagle represents strength in the face of adversity. It is a strong bird that flies above storms and 

strong winds. You are an eagle and, if you study, can fly above any adversity. You can be successful if 

you stick to the task and do the very best that you can. Let’s have an eagle experience this semester! 

Let me know what I can do to make you successful in this class. 

I am PG 

 

 

 

 

Dorman High School 

1050 Cavalier Way 

Roebuck, South Carolina 29376 

Mrs. L. Pearson-Goode 

Instructor 

Room A-118 

Goodelp@spart6.com 

 

 
 

mailto:Goodelp@spart6.com
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Rules for student behavior: 

1. Attend school on a regular basis—You can’t learn if you are not here. 

2. Be on time and prepared for class on a daily basis-You need to hear it. 

3. Bring all necessary supplies to class on a daily basis-Ink does not flow from fingers. 

4. Be courteous to other course participants at all times—No one wants a grouch around. 

5. Be prepared to record notes daily from textbook, board, overhead, or teacher lecture-You 

came to participate! 

6. Be cooperative with teacher and other students-Join us! 
SEVERE DISRUPTION DURING CLASS WILL RESULT IN IMMEDIATE REFERRAL TO THE 

HALL PRINCIPAL! 
 

Other Procedures: 

1. Only use dark blue or black ink on assignments or a #2 pencil.  

a. (Failure to do so will result in a subtraction of 10 points per assignment.) 

2. All homework, class work, quizzes, projects and tests must contain the first and last names of the 

student, as well as the date and title of the assignment.  

a. (Failure to do so will result in a subtraction of 10 points.) 

3. Incomplete work will be graded accordingly. That grade will be better than a zero.  

a. (Please don’t summarily ask for extended time unless you have Guidance permission with a 

504 plan.) 

4. Students leave classroom only with permission of the teacher. Use the closest bathroom to this 

classroom which is over on the front hall of Wing A. 

5. Sharpen pencils at beginning of class and discard trash at end of class. 

6. In the event of a fire drill, please carry purses or other valuables with you outside and stay with 

me because I have to account for your presence. 

7. When testing, cheating is seeking answers from another’s paper as well as providing answers for 

another’s paper and will result in a grade of zero. 

8. Writing notes, texting, or talking to other students during class time is discouraged. 

9. Late work is not taken—just because you failed to do your assignment on time. 

a.  (If it is taken, it must be only 2 days late. If the instructor decides to take work that is later 

than 2 days, your grade will be no more than a 70 irrespective to what you actually make. ) 

10. Keep heads OFF desk. You cannot sleep during this period. 

 

 Use your syllabus to make any changes in the lesson plans and assignments. The Last Word will be 

on the Weekly Schedule board in the classroom. This information will help you keep up in class. The Daily 

Itinerary will be on the front board. It tells you what we will be doing on that particular day and in that 

particular class. I will not hasten on with the printed lesson plan if we need to review some concept or use 

a different strategy to teach the concept to you. 

Thank you & let’s have fun!!! 

PG 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
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Instructional  notes: All assigned readings should be done prior to entering class. You are encouraged to 

read and answer section questions in your textbook. This may or may not be checked for a grade. You will 

not be given an opportunity to routinely complete homework during instructional time. Any down time 

(at end of block) is to be used to review notes, assigned work, or complete special reading assignments. 

Use it wisely! 

 

Instructional materials: You will be issued one textbook and provided with a folder in which to place all 

graded papers.  You must purchase a thick spiral notebook or purchase a loose leaf three-ring binder for 

the purpose of taking notes. You will need a #2 pencil for the scantron answer sheets if and when they are 

used for tests. You will need a dark blue or black writing ink pen or a #2 pencil. I will not struggle to read 

your writing.  Any and all assigned materials may be used on your evaluations whether or 

not we cover them in class. 
 

Grading: 
 The weighted grading system is used in this class. I have already had the appropriate administrator check my 

computer settings to make sure they are working properly. Grades will usually be posted on Friday or Monday of each week. 

 
15% Classwork: meaningful classroom discussions, AV activities, vocabulary, book and other seat work, all minor 

group work. 

 20%  Homework:  any work assigned overnight such as vocabulary, book work, special current event articles and  

  summaries, etc. 

 5% Quizzes & Pop Tests 

 25% All major tests (i.e. unit and multiple chapters) and major group assignments, usually from Library. 

 30% Major 6 to 9 week projects. ANY LATE PROJECTS WILL HAVE 10 POINTS A DAY SUBTRACTED. NO  

  EXCEPTIONS!!!! 

 10%      Final Exam-this will cover any and everything taught or assigned in this course.  It will be given at the end of  

  the 9 week period. If you have an average of  90 and are a senior, you may exempt the final exam. All other  

  persons will be required to take the exam. 

 

Final Note:   I will not have all period discussions about how many additional points you think you deserve. You may 

come after school to discuss any work I have graded if the discussion lasts over 2 or 3 minutes. 

Let’s have a little fun. It goes beyond the printed page, look at the news and let’s have some intelligent discussions.  ―To whom 

much is given, much is required!‖ 

 

 

(Specific class instructions are placed on the dry erase board under daily Itinerary. The week schedule is placed on the side board.)   

Find a colleague (Class Buddy) who will help you keep up with class notes if you are absent. If the weekly schedule says 

something different from the syllabus, please follow the weekly schedule. 

 

 

 

 

Parents, 

After reading the above pages, Please sign and return the notification slip to me within one week. 
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Parent Notification Slip 

 

I have read the rules and classroom instructions and understand they will be used with my student. 
 

PARENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SIGN UP FOR PowerSchool!!!! 

 
I will notify you twice per nine week period unless your child is experiencing difficulties in this course. At that point, I will 

notify you more often. Guidance will help you and your parents sign up on PowerSchool!! Use it to keep up 

with your student’s grades!!!! If you wish to contact me, please leave an email message or phone message. I will contact you 

prior to leaving school at 4:00 P.M. 

 

 

Parent Signature: ____________________________________________ 

 
Student Name: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Class Block: ______________      Date: _______________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1
st

 Semester Schedule: 

1
st
 Block---American Government 

2
nd

 Block—American Government 

3
rd

 Block---Planning  

4
th

 Block—American Government 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honors American Government/CP American Government 

Mrs. L. Pearson Goode, Instructor 

goodelp@spart6.org 

(864) 582-4347  Ext. 1118 

Personal Contact Hours: 3:40 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

Or leave a message 

mailto:goodelp@spart6.org
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First Quarter Syllabus 

 

Unit 1-Foundations of American Government 

Week of August 15-August 19, 2011  

 

Mon.   Housekeeping: textbooks, rules, folders 

8/15   Overview of Government Course  

   HW-Read Chapter 1:  Section 1-pp 4-10 

 

Tues.    Principles of Government: Chapter 1: Section 1-pp 4-10 

8/16   Teacher lecture & vocabulary definitions in notebooks 

   HW-Read Chapter 1: Section 2-pp 12-16 

 

Wed.   Principles of Government: Chapter 1: Section 2-pp 12 – 16 

8/17   Place definitions & goals of Government in your notes. 

   Johnstown Flood handout and worksheet 

   HW---Bring a political cartoon to be used in class tomorrow. 

   Read Chapter 1: Section 3-pp 18-22 

 

Thurs.   Chapter 1-Section 3-pp 18-22   Discussion of the Basic Concepts of Democracy 

8/18   Analyses of historical documents & interpreting political cartoons 

   HW-Study for test on Chapter 1 

 

Fri   Test on Chapter 1 

8/19   Current Events Day---News Journals 

   Read Chapter 2: Section 3-pp 44-47; Section 4: pp 48-54; Section 5: pp 56-58 

    

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

Week of August 22 – August 26, 2011 

Mon.  Read Chapter 2 --- Origins of American Government       

8/22  Teacher notes & classroom discussions. 

  Timeline -Origin of Government 

  HW-Read Chapter 3: Section 1-pp 64-70; Section 2: pp 72-77 

 

Tues.    Illustration of 6 basic Constitutional principles.  

8/23   Notes/discussions of the formal amendment process & other means of Constitutional change. 

    Handout questions on Federalist # 51  (textbook-page 785) 

  Pop Test on Chapters 1-3 

 

Wed  All Classes—Library Research on Nine Week Project 

8/24  2012 Elections 

  HW-Read Chapter 4 Federalism: Section 1-pp 88-95 

  

Thurs.  Create a Federal Powers FlipBook 

8/25  Handout questions on Federalist #10  (p 783) 

  HW-Read Chapter 4: Section 2- pp 97-103; Section 3-pp 105-110 

  News article & Summary on state politics and or interaction among states. 

     

Fri.  Teacher lecture / class notes. News articles analyses. 

8/26  Analyze Article IV of the U.S. Constitution  (Relations among the states) 

   

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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WEEK OF AUGUST 29 – SEPTEMBER 3, 2011 

 

Mon.  TV Show—The U.S. Constitution  

8/29  Worksheets on T.V. Show 

HW-Study for major test on Unit 1. 

 

Tues.   Major Test on Unit 1—Foundations of American Government  

8/30  HW-Read Chapter 5: Section 1-pp 116-118; Section 2: pp  119-124                                                                                                    

  Find the names of the CURRENT office holders for the Chairperson of the National, State, & Local   

  Political Parties,  ie  Democratic & Republican Parties 

          

Wed.   Teacher lecture on history of political parties and the two party system/student notes   

8/31   TV Show—Political Parties Worksheet provided. 

 HW-Read Chapter 5: Section 3-pp 126-131 & Section 4: pp 133-136 

News article on one of the two major political parties. Summarize article. 

   

Thurs.  Lecture notes on two party system and minor parties.  

9/1  Current Events analyses of political parties. 

 

Fri.  Library Research on 2012 Elections 

9/2  Homework-Read Chapter 5-Section 5: 137-142 

*** Final Projects are due on Friday, October 7, 2011 during your class period!!! 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 6 – 9, 2011 

 

Mon.  Labor Day Holiday—Be safe & have fun! 

9/5 

 

Tues.  TV Show—Political Parties  & worksheet 

9/6  Party Cakes & Political Beliefs lecture 

HW-Read Chapter 5: pp Section 1-148-150; Section 3: pp 152 – 157 

 

Wed.  Pop Test on Chapter 5-Political Parties       

9/7  Handouts & Discussions on the right to vote & voter qualifications. 

  Current Event Article on recent Voter ID laws 

HW-Read Chapter 6: Section 3-pp 159-163; Section 4-pp 164-172 

   

Thurs.  In Class assignments: Timeline on expansion of suffrage including Constitutional   

9/8  guarantees.  Discussion of voter behavior. 

   

Fri.  ―I Have a Dream‖ Speech analyses 

9/9  Minority voter participation 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 12 – SEPTEMBER 17, 2011 

 

Mon.  Library Research on Nine Week Project 

9/12  2012  Election Project 

HW- Read Chapter 7: Section 1-pp 178-186; Section 2-pp 188-194; Section 3-pp 196-202 
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Tues.  Teacher lecture/student notes on the nominating process, elections, & money 

9/13  Overhead notes/discussion on elections and money 

HW-Study for Test on Chapters 5, 6, & 7 

  

Wed.  Major Test on Unit 2- Chapters 5, 6, & 7    

9/14  HW—Read Chapter 8-Section 1 – 208 -213 & Section 3-pp 223 - 230 

 

Thurs  Propaganda techniques lecture / student notes   

9/15  Magazine activity-Propaganda techniques 

  

Fri.  Student Created commercials 

9/16  Hw- Read Chapter 9- Section 2-pp 242 – 247 Interest Groups 

  HW-Read Article I of the U.S. Constitution. Answer questions in worksheet provided. 

 

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 18 – SEPTEMBER 22, 2-11 

 

Mon.  Student created commercials & Viewing the commercials. 

9/19  HW-Research an interest group and type one page single space using the prompts given. 

  Due on Friday, September 23, 2011 

HW: Read Unit 3: Section 1-pp 262-265: Section 2: pp 267 – 273; Section 3-pp 275-278 

 

Tues.   TV Show-U.S. Congress & worksheet / Structure of Congress 

9/20  12Teacher lecture/Student notes on attributes of Congressa and both chambers 

HW-Read Chapter 10-Section 4-pp 279-284 

 

Wed.  General overview of the U.S. Congress   

9/21  Teacher lecture/student notes 

  ###  Turn in Article I worksheet on Legislative Branch 

   

Thurs.  Student created Flipbook on powers of Congress. Homework and classwork. 

9/22  To be worked on during class and completed for homework. 

Hw-Read Chapter 12: Section 1-pp 320-327; Section 2-pp 329-333 

 

Fri.  Roleplaying-Bill Becomes Law   

9/23  Chapter 12-Sections 3 & 4 

Hw-Study for test on Chapters 10-12 

 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 26 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2011 

 

Mon.  Major Test on U.S. Congress—Chapters  10-12  

9.26  HW-Read Article II, U.S. Constitution. Answer questions on worksheet 

 

Tues.  President’s job description—Chapter 13, Pp 354-358 

9/27  Teacher notes—Section 2-pp 359-363; & Section 4-pp368-375 

HW-Read Chapter 13-Section 5-pp 377-384 

 

   

Wed.  Presidential Powers Flipbook   Chapter 14 

9/28  Q & A on 2012 Election Project 
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Thurs.  Chapter 15-Sections 1-5 / Chapter 16: Sections 1-3 / Chapter 17: Sections 3 & 4 

9/29   Partnerships on The Federal Bureaucracy 

  Teach for a Day 

      

Fri.  Student Partnership Presentations 

9/30  Student notes 

HW-Study for test on U.S. Executive Branch 

 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

WEEK OF OCTOBER 3-OCTOBER 7, 2011 

 

Mon.  Major Test on U.S. Executive Branch—Chapters 13-17 

10/3   HW-Unit 5 Crossword puzzle—vocabulary terms will be provided. 

  Due on Thursday, October 6, 2011 

 

Tues.  T.V. Show – The Federal Court System 

10/4  Complete worksheets as you view show. 

 

Wed.  Read Federalist #78—Federal Judiciary (p 787) 

10/5  HW-Current Event Articl on Federal Courts or federal  court cases-read and summarize. 

 

Thurs.  Current events summaries / Court structure—Chapter 18 

10/6   Article III-worksheet on U.S. Constitution 

 

Fri.  Chapter 19 & Civil Liberties 

10/7  Landmark Supreme Court cases & Constitutional references 

  The Sue Logue Story-worksheet 

 

*** Final 2012 Election Projects are due today!!! 

 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

WEEK OF OCTOBER 10-OCTOBER 14, 2011 

 

Mon.    State Government lecture/notes    

10/10   Local Government lecture/notes 

 

Tues.   Finish state & local government 

10/11 

 

Wed.   Review Sheets for Final Government Exam 

10/12 

 

Thurs.   Final Exam & Review 

10/13 

 

Fri.   Final Exam & Review 

10/14 
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